
Two Cubes 
JOSEF ALBERS In this irrational lnterpenettation of 2 open cubes we notice 

fint the heavy top and bottom edges of the front openings 
They are pre5ented h} 4 lines equally long and thick, and, 
as parallels. equally oblique 
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Because of their equalness and their placement they 
appear as 2 pair 'i of lines of equal height and width 
Although staggered geometrically they belong to I plane 

But soon it becomes dubious ·whether they are parallel 
It seems that they belong to a convex plane or even to a 
twisted plane Convex, becau.se the interior~ behind the 
openings converge. Twisted, because the axes of.the 
inte1 ior-. are bent down at right. up at leji 
And with this cor1esponds that ive see the cubes at right 
from below. at left from above 

Butthefclltremains the4 lines-a1eparalle/ J A 

The graphic construction and the commentary by Josef Albers are reproduced from pages 78 and 79 of ''Despite 
Straight Lines' (:MIT Press, 1977) by kind permission of Anni Albers and the Josef Albers Foundation Inc , 

Fran9ois Bucher, and the publishers 


