
Introduction 

This special issue of FLM contains articles by people who 
see connections between mathematics education and cul
ture .. Although they arrived at their viewpoints by different 
paths and through different experiences, their ideas and 
work have contributed to the endeavor called ethnomathe
matics. 

We view this special issue as marking a coming of age 
for ethnomathematics .. To reflect on its past and establish 
its present, we asked the authors to write about what they 
had done, what they learned, and what they are now doing. 
We also asked that they look to the future .. And, of course, 
we asked that they contribute their thoughts about the link
age of mathematics and culture, mathematics education, 
and[or about ethnomathematics itself. The articles reflect a 
diversity of perspectives; they are concerned with different 
edncationallevels, different cultural groups, and written by 
people with varied professional and national backgrounds 
As our contribution to this special issue, we have chosen 
the form of a dialogue .. This form enabled us to make a 
joint statement yet with two different voices 

We have not sought to delimit the scope or boundaries 
of ethnomathematics. Only a few of its many contributors 
could be included in this single issue. The growing body of 
work, commentary, and interest that the endeavor has 
inspired is testimony that it has passed out of infancy and 
is assured of a future. 

Marcia Ascher, Ubiratan D'Ambrosio 

Articles on ethnomatbematics, or closely-related topics, in 
earlier issues of "For the Learning of Mathematics" 

Abraham, l.; Bibby, N [1988] Mathematics and society: 
ethnomathematics and a public education curriculum 
8(2): 2-11 

Berry, J.W [1985] Learning mathematics in a second lan
guage: some cross-cultural issues. 5(2): 18-23 

Borba, M.C.. [1989] Ethnomathematics and education 
9(1): 39-43 

Bishop, A.l [1985] The social construction of reality-a 
significant development for mathematics education? 
5(1): 24-28 

Crawford, K [1990] Language and technology in class
rooms: settings for students from nontechnological 
cultures. 10(1): 2-6 

D'Ambrosio, U [1985] Ethnomathematics and its place in 
the history and pedagogy of mathematics. 5(1): 44-48 

D'Ambrosio, U [1990] The role of mathematics education 
in building a democratic and just society. 10(3): 20-23 

Fasheh, M. [1982] Mathematics, culture, and authority 
3(2): 2-8 

Gerdes, P [1985] Conditions and strategies for emanicipa
tory mathematics education in underdeveloped coun
tries. 5(1): 15-20 

Gerdes, P [1986] How to recognise geometrical thinking: 
a contribution to the development of anthropological 
mathematics. 6(2): 10-12, 17 

Gerdes, P [1988] A widespread decorative motif and the 
Pythagorean Theorem 8(1): 35-39 

Gerdes, P [1990] On mathematical elements in the Tchok
we "sona" tradition 10(1): 31-34 

Harris, M. [1987] An example of traditional women's 
work as a mathematical resource. 7(3): 26-28 

Hunting, RP [1987] Mathematics and Australian Aborigi
nal culture. 7(2): 5-10 

Knijnik, G. [1993] An ethnomathematical approach in 
mathematical education: a matter of political power 
13(2): 23-26 

Macpherson, J. [1987] Norman 7(2): 24-26 
Mitchelmore, MC. [1983] Geometry and spatial learning: 

some lessons from a Jamaican experience .. 3(3): 2-7 
Zaslavsky, C. [1991] World cultures in the mathematics 

class .. 11(2): 32-36 

2 For the Learning of Mathematics 14, 2 (June, 1994) 
FLM Publishing Association, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 


